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of the Saxon monarchs. His example was soon followed by the kings of Essex and East Anglia, and gradually by the other sovereigns of England.
The successful Augustine then went over to Aries, iti France, where he was consecrated by the prelate of that see ; and, returning, became the first Archbishop of Canterbury, the Patriarch and Metropolitan of the Church of England. His see was immediately endowed with large revenues by king Ethelbert, who likewise established, at the instance of the Archbishop, the diocese of Rochester and London. Another portion of the Anglo-Saxons were converted by the Scottish Bishops. And thus gradually the Anglo-Saxon kings created bishoprics equal in size to their kingdoms. And the example was followed by their nobles, who converted their estates into parishes, erecting fit places of worship, and endowing them with tithes.
It is a great mistake to suppose, as some do, that the old churches in England were built or endowed by laws of the state or acts of parliament. They were the fruit of the piety of individuals of all ranks, princes and nobles, and private citizens. This fact accounts for the unequal size of our dioceses and parishes ; the dioceses were (though subsequently subdivided) of the same extent as the dominions of their respective kings; the parishes corresponded with the estate of the patrons of particular churches. Nor was the regard of those by whom the Church was established and endowed confined to the spiritual edification of the poor; no, they knew that righteousness exalteth a nation, and, estimating properly the advantages of infusing a Christian spirit into the legislature, they summoned the higher order of the clergy to take part in the national councils.
From those times to these an uninterrupted series of valid ordinations has carried down the apostolical succession in our Church.
That in the Church of England purity of doctrine was not always retained is readily admitted. In the dark ages, when all around was dark, the Church itself suffered from the universal gloom ; this neither our love of truth nor our wishes will permit us to deny. About the seventh century the Pope of Rome began to establish an interest